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Polic y,  Goal s ,  and  Actions

1. Regio nal  Cont ex t

The  Town  of  West  Monroe  will  be  impacted  by  the  long- range  plans

at  the  County  level.  While  West  Monroe  will  and  must  det er mine  its

own  future,  local  planning  effor ts  like  this  one  should  be  cognizant

of,  and  relat ed  to,  the  broader  plans  for  the  surrounding  region.

2. Tow n  Policy ,  Goals ,  and  Actio ns

A. Growth

The  Town  recognizes  the  importance  of  non- residential  growth

and  wishes  to  maintain  and  enhance  an  environ m en t  that

encourages  com m ercial,  retail,  office,  busines s,  and  industrial

develop m en t .

Town  Goals:

� Identify  areas  of  the  Town  wher e  expansion  and

consolidation  of  indus tria l,  retail,  and  busines s  land  uses

can  occur .

� Encoura ge  commer cial  develop men t  along  Route  49  from

Rt.  81  to  ____________ Rd.

� Encoura ge  neighb orhood  commer cial  at  the  inters ec tion

of  Rt.  49  and  County  Route  11.

Town  Actions :

� Revise  the  Town  Zoning  Code  and  Map  to  identify,

expa nd,  and/or  consolidat e  areas  of  the  Town  where

industr ial  uses  are  allowed  as  of  right.

� Extend  sewer  and  water  to  thos e  indust ria l  and

commer cial  areas  to  enable  and  encoura ge  new

develop men t .

� Develop  an  informa tion  base  about  specific  sites  in  non-

residentia l  areas  where  develop men t  or  major

rehabilita tion  of  obsolet e  buildings  and  sites  would  be

appropria te.  Make  this  available  for  use  by  realtors  in

ass embling  land  and/or  at tracting  client s.

It  has  long  been  recognized  by  the  planning  profession  that  the

public  cost  of  infrastructure  to  support  single- family  hom es

exceed s  the  tax  revenu e  these  new  hom es  generate .  In
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conjunction  with  the  policy  noted  above,  the  Town  will  atte m p t

to  balance  the  develop m e n t  of  new  single- family  homes  with

increased  non- residential  growth.

Town  Goals:

� Balance  the  rate  of  single- family  home  develop me nt  with

on- going  commer cial,  retail,  business ,  and  indust rial

develop men t .

Town  Actions :

� Over  the  next  five  year s,  encour ag e  new  single- family

homes  to  develop  where  sewer  and/or  water  are  in  place

and  to  parcels  directly  contiguous  to  areas  served  by

sewer  and/or  water .

� In  year  four,  reevalu a t e  and  recomme n d  appropriat e

areas  (wher e  ext ension  of  water  and/or  sewer  is  most  cost

effective)  for  continu ed  single- family  develop men t .

The  Town  will  strive  to  maintain  and  promot e  quality- of- life

standards  found  in  our  current  residential  neighborhoods  and

ensure  those  standards  are  reflected  in new  develop m en t s .

Town  Goals:

� Promot e  high  quality  resident ia l  develop men t

Town  Actions :

� Crea te  and  map  new  resident ia l  zoning  districts  � expand

on  this  as  we  go  along.

The  Town  wants  non- residential  develop m e n t  to  comple m e n t

the  quality- of- life  standards  already  found  in  the  Town�s

residential  neighborhoods.

Town  Goals:

� Promot e  high  quality  non- residentia l  develop ment .

Town  Actions :

� Formalize  a  set  of  design  guidelines / s t a nda r ds  for  private

develop men t  tha t  reflect  a  high  standa rd  for  sit e/building

design.  An  exa mple  of  one  area  Town�s  guidelines  are

provided  in  Appendix  __.
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� Enable  and  author ize  the  Town  Planning  Board  to  apply

thos e  standa rds  to  all  non- resident ia l  develop m ent  � both

new  construction  and  renova tion/r edevelop m en t .

� Revise  the  Town  Code  to  enable  the  use  of  thes e

standa r ds .

The  Town  feels  that  establishing  a  Town  center  will  enhance  its

standing  and  provide  a  point  of  reference  for  residents  and

visitors.

Town  Goals:

� Crea te  a  new  hamlet  in  the  Town.

Town  Actions :

� Identify  a  suitable  geogra phic  location(s )  along  Route  49

for  the  develop me nt  of  a  new  hamlet .

� Crea te  a  new  zoning  overlay  district  to  promot e  ha mlet

type  develop men t  in  the  designa t ed  location.

a. Extens io n  of  Utiliti e s  (s ew er  and/ or  water)

In  an  effort  to  discourag e  sprawl,  new  residential  develop m en t

should  occur  within  the  boundaries  of  the  sanitary  sewer

district(s)  (when e ver  possible)  before  infrastructure  is  expand ed

into  areas  not  currently  served .

Town  Goals:

� Over  the  next  five  year s,  encour ag e  new  single- family

homes  to  locat e  where  sewer  and/or  water  are  already  in

place  and  to  areas  contiguous  to  area s  served  by  sewer

and/or  water .  

� Develop  a  rational  progra m  for  the  extension  of  utilities

that  is  based  upon  this  Comprehen sive  Plan.

Town  Actions :

� Prepar e  a  map  for  Planning  Board  use  of  areas  not

included  in  a  public  sewer  or  water  service  area  or  where

capacity  is  limited.

� Identify  existing  water  or  sewer  services  that  are

deter ior a ting  or  obsolet e  and  need  replacemen t  within  the

next  five  year s.
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In  keeping  with  the  policy  of  encouraging  sensible  non-

residential  develop m e n t ,  strategically  extend  water  and  sewer

service  to  areas  designat ed  for  non- residential  uses.

Town  Goals:

� Service  the  entir e  lengt h  of  Route  49  from  Rt.  81  to

__________ Rd.  with  sewer .

Town  Actions :

� Extend  sewer  service  as  neces s a ry  along  the  Route  49

corridor .

c. Housing

Housing  is  predo minantly  single- family  owner- occupied  in  a

variety  of  styles  and  prices.

Town  Goals:

� Maintain  owner- occupa ncy  as  the  prevailing  form  of

tena ncy.

Town  Actions :

� Undert ake  a  housing  study  that  identifies  the  impact  of

key  trends  such  as  changes  in  household  configuration,

aging  of  the  popula tion,  and  income  trends  on  housing

supply  and  dema nd.

� Review  assess me nt  practices  to  ensure  regular

maint ena n c e  and  improvemen t s  to  proper ty  are

suppor ted  and  not  pena lized  by  significant  tax  increas es .

Provide  a  controlled  nu mb er  of  opportunities  for  rental  or

condo miniu m  style  homes .  Provide  alternatives  to  single  family

dwellings  for  em pt y  nesters  and  retirees.

Town  Goals:

� Provide  some  diversity  in  housing  type.

Town  Actions :

� Alter  the  zoning  ordinanc e  and  map  to  identify  mea sur es

to  allow  additional  multi- family  develop men t s .

Town  of West  Monroe  Compreh en sive  Plan  Updat e



First  Draf t  � 2- 23- 09

� Include  multi- family  housing  as  an  allowed  use  in  the

Hamlet  Overlay  district .

d. Non- resid e nt i a l  Dev e lo p m e n t

It  is  Town  policy  to  accept  appropriate  and  beneficial  new

non- residential  activity  and  to  promote  and  encourage  the

continuing  upgrading  of  older  properties.  The  Town  will

continue  to  pursue  quality  job  opportunities  through  new

projects  and  redevelop ed  parcels  that  comple m e n t  exis ting

business es  but  not  create  additional  traffic  pressures  on

existing  street s.  It  is  the  Town�s  policy  to,  over  an  exten d ed

period,  eliminate  non- confor ming  uses.

Town  Goals:

� New,  revitalized,  or  upgra ded  project s  that  are  compa tible

with  adjacent  and  surrounding  develop me nt  in  terms  of

use,  size,  character ,  landscaping  trea t ment  and  tha t  can

efficiently  capitalize  on  available  utility  infrastructure  and

the  exist ing  system  of  roadwa ys .

� Revise  the  Town  code  to  include  non- conforming  non-

residentia l  uses.

Town  Actions :

� Estabilish  zoning  regula tions  affecting  non- resident ia l

develop men t ,  par ticularly  sit e  plan  review  regulations  and

requirement s .

Provide  Town  wide  uniformity  in  the  num b er  and  size  of

business ,  retail,  and  com m er cial  signs.

Town  Goals:

� Regula te  the  impact  of  signs,  similar  adver tising,  and

identification  methods .

Town  Actions :

� Establish  sign  regula tions  in  the  zoning  ordinance.

� Address  the  issue  of  LED signs  in  the  sign  regula tions .

Address  the  proliferation  of  car  sales  facilities.  Better  regulate

used  car  sales  and  auto mo bile  repair  facilities.

Town  Goals:
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� Better  regulat e  the  develop men t  and  opera tion  of  all

automobile  related  business es .

Town  Actions :

� Conduct  a  comprehen s ive  review  and  upda t e  of  the

zoning  ordinanc e  and  map  to  define  which  district s  will

allow  automobile  related  uses  as  of  right.

� Develop  a  Town  permitt ing  process  for  all  used  car  sales

and  automobile  repair  facilities.

� Specifically  address  used  car  sales  and  automobile  repair

facilities  in  the  newly  crea t ed  design  guidelines .

The  Town  wishes  to  regulate  the  location  of  adult  uses.

Town  Goals:

� Strictly  gover n  the  location  of  adult  uses.  

Town  Actions :

� Establish  the  zoning  district(s),  which  will allow  adult  uses .

� Establish  other  siting  standa r ds  for  adult  uses .

e. Natural  Reso urc e s

It  is  the  Town�s  policy  to  protect  natural  resources  such  as  open

spaces ,  stream s ,  wetlands,  shorelines,  and  floodplains  from

inappropriate  develop m e n t .

Town  Goals:

� Crea te  low- density  land  use  buffers  at  the  bounda ries  of

sensit ive  natural  resources .

Town  Actions :

� Develop  a  natural  resources  invent ory  of  environmen t a l

featur es  as  well  as  owner ship .

� Building  on  the  natural  resources  inventory,  evalua t e  the

advisability  of  designa ting  Critical  Environment a l  Areas

within  the  Town  in  accorda nc e  with  New  York  State

Environment a l  Conserva tion  Law.

Town  of West  Monroe  Compreh en sive  Plan  Updat e



First  Draf t  � 2- 23- 09

� Inves tiga t e  tools  such  as  overlay  districts,  ea seme n t s ,  and

incentives  for  develop er s  to  pres erve  and  protect  natur al

resources .

f. Traffic  and  Trans p o r ta t i o n

Increased  traffic  on  regional  and  local  roads  is  an  anticipated

byproduct  of  the  expansion  of  West  Monroe  and  adjacent

Towns.

Town  Goals:

� Develop  a  highway  system  with  an  integra t ed  network  of

local,  collector ,  and  arterial  street s  to  encoura ge  traffic

move men t  and  elimina t e  points  of  conflict  and/or  delay.

Town  Actions :

� Crea te  Town  Subdivision  Regula tions  to  requir e

connect ivity  between  neighboring  subdivisions  whenev er

possible  and  to  strongly  discourage  the  use  of  cul-de- sacs.

� Use  the  new  Subdivision  Regula tions  to  enforce  design

guidelines  in  new  subdivisions.

� Seek  assista nce  from  appropria te  elect ed  officials  to

identify  and  secure  federal  highway  funds.

� Seek  funding  from  stat e  and  feder al  agencies .

� Requir e  develop er s  to  complet e  reasona ble  off-site

mitiga tion  wher e  the  new  project  nega tively  impacts  the

highwa y  system.

It is  Town  policy  to  encourage  increased  use  of  public  transit.

Town  Goals:

� Increa s e  ridership  on  public  transpor ta tion.

 

Town  Actions :

� Practice  a  proactive  relations hip  with  CENTRO to  improve

services.

� Conduct  a  study  to  ascer tain  wheth er

additiona l/alt erna tive  transit  routes  or  schedules  ar e

warrant ed  and/or  can  be  support ed.
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The  town  wishes  to  make  its  neighborhoods  more  pedes trian

and  biker  friendly.

Town  Goals:

� Develop  systems  that  can  safely  accommo d a t e

pedes t r ians  and  bicycles  as  well  as  automobiles  on  local

street s .

 

Town  Actions :

� Identify  important  pedes tr ian  gener a t or s  and  des tina tion

point s  that  could  be  beneficially  linked  by  walks  and

paths.

� Establish  a  formal  Town  policy  and  standa rds  for  the

location,  design,  cons truction,  maint ena nc e,  and

retrofit ting  of  sidewalks.  

g. Recre at i o na l

The  Town  recognizes  a  growing  interes t  in  off- road  recreational

activi ties.

Town  Goals:

� Address  the  concer ns  and  potentia l  conflicts  between

landown er s  and  off- road  recr ea tiona l  bikes  and  motorized

vehicles.

Town  Actions :

� Identify  suitable  areas  in  the  Town  for  this  activity.

� Work  with  sta te  and  local  organiza tions  and  law

enforcemen t  to  implement  a  policy  and  recomme n d

possible  legisla t ion.
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